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instance of what may be effected in Native States by political
management, firm and persevering, yet judicious and con-
ciliatory.

The course of internal affairs in the Presidency was regulated
very much by legislation. The establishment of the Legislative
Council for Bombay has been already mentioned in chapter XII.
The Council was performing its duties with much efficiency in
my time; many elaborate Acts were passed, such as the consoli-
dation of all the revenue regulations, the laws relating to canals
of irrigation, the rules concerning tenant-right in the Concan,
the amendment of the Acts regarding excise, municipalities, and
other subjects, The Native members were zealous in represent-
ing the interests of their countrymen. A prominent part in the
debates (conducted in English) was taken by Vishwanath Na-
rain Mandlik, already mentioned in chapter XII.; and he held
much the same position as that ascribed in chapter XVIII. to
Kristo Das Pal in the Bengal Council. He was a man exemplary
in private life, and possessed great talent for public affairs; he
was a Concani Brahmin-of that class which once was the main-
spring of the Mahratta empire; he enjoyed the confidence and
respect of Ms countrymen, and altogether was one of the ablest
Natives I have ever known. Bcchardas Ambaidas, though he
usually gave silent votes, watched the proceedings with keen
interest; he was a Guzerati banker, of the old school indeed,
but a friend of education and disposed to observe closely the
effects of the new civilization. There were two Parsi gentlemen
in the Council, namely Dosabhoy Framji, one of the most
faithful, trustworthy and experienced among the servants of
Government; and Sir Jamsetji' Jijibhoy, who had recently
acceded to his title, and was a young man of excellent promise.
The Muhammadan members wore, first, Muhammad Ali Roghe,
a man of the new school, acute in perception, frank and out-
spoken in manner, acquainted with foreign countries, and dis-
posed to criticize the British Government; then Syud Idrfls of
Surat, a good example of the old school, courtly in language
and manner> a man of proved fidelity, esteemed by mo as one
of the most loyal Muhammadans I ever met.